
Principal’s Update
Dear Dessau Diamondback Family,

We have just completed the first two grading periods for the 2009-

2010 school year…….13 weeks of school. YIKES! The school

year is flying by and judging by our recent temperatures,

Thanksgiving break is upon us. Moreover, the first semester will

be over before you can say WINTER BREAK ALREADY!

Parents please don’t forget to check the parent portal on a regular

basis. Teachers are updating their grades weekly so the

information on the portal is accurate. If you have not picked up

your parent portal login information, you can do so at the front

office whenever you happen to be at school. You simply need to

present a picture ID and we will be glad to hand you your login

information. For those parents who may not have internet access

at home, you can always come in and use one of our Library

computers to log on to the parent portal system.

Our D-back students continue to exhibit PRO behavior…………

Preparation, Respect, and Order! We have already begun

recognizing students with our 2009-2010 PRO T-shirts during

lunches every Friday. At the end of the year, students who have

been recognized with a PRO Referral will be eligible to attend an

end of the year field trip to celebrate their exceptional behavior.

Lastly, I would like to remind parents that due to the recent time

change, it begins to get dark shortly after 6:00 p.m. If students are

engaged in after school activities, please be prompt to pick them

up so that they do not have to wait in the dark. In addition, if your

child walks to school or home from school it is very important that

you impress upon him/her that the only acceptable place to cross

Dessau Road is at the crosswalk in front of the school. Because

we are concerned with the safety of our students we remind them

of this regularly.

I wish each of you a safe and fun-filled holiday.

Sincerely,

Diana Sustaita

Schedule of events for Nov - Jan:

Please visit DMS website for athletic schedules

12/1    Band Winter Concert at HHS - 6:30 p.m. 

12/2    Boys Basketball - DMS VS PMS

12/3    Girls Basketball - DMS VS PMS 

12/3    Region Band Concert/Clinic Hays PAC 

12/7    Boys Basketball - DMS VS KLMS

12/9    CAAC Meeting  - 3:50pm(Library)

12/10  Girls Basketball - DMS VS KLMS

12/14  Boys Basketball-DMS VS PCMS

12/15  A Holiday to Remember (Choir) - 6:00pm

12/17  Girls Basketball - DMS VS PCMS

12/18  Tuba Christmas at the Capital

12/18 Early Release - 12:45

12/21-1/1  Winter Break – NO SCHOOL

1/4 Staff Development – NO SCHOOL

1/18 MLK Holiday – NO SCHOOL

Visit us online at:   www.pflugervilleisd.net/DMS/index.html

November 30, 2009

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

12900 Dessau Rd.

Austin, TX 78754

Phone 512 594-2600

Fax 512 594-2605

A Holiday to Remember

Everyone is invited to attend the DMS Choirs' winter program, "A

Holiday to Remember". The concert will take place on December

15th in the DMS Cafeteria at 6:00 p.m. Please come and listen to

some of your holiday favorites!

Yearbooks and Recognition Ads

Looking for a unique gift for you son or daughter this holiday

season? Jump online and create a Recognition Ad for the school's

yearbook. It's quick, easy and a gift that will never need an upgrade

and promises to last for year's to come. Create your Dessau Middle

School ad online today by clicking the link on the DMS website

(www.pflugervilleisd.net/DMS). Plus, while you are there, you can

purchase a yearbook online. If you have any questions or would like

to receive a gift certificate to give your child as a gift, please contact

Molly Kamper at molly.kamper@pflugervilleisd.net .

Yearbooks are still just $25 through Jan 31st. Yearbook Recognition

Ads are available through the end of Dec.

Counselor's Corner

All Sixth Grade students will be taking the CogAT Test on Monday

and Tuesday, November 9th and 10th. The CogAT Test is an

ability type test that measures both general and specific cognitive

abilities. (Letters will be sent home to parents on Thursday,

November 5, 2009, concerning this information.)

G/T Nominations, Testing, and Identification Dates

Nominations: Nov 9 - Dec 4, 2009

Parent and Teacher SIGS due to Mrs. Pearson: Dec 11, 2009

G/T Identification Test : January 11- 29, 2010

G/T Projects Reviewed by G/T Committee:  Jan 19 - Feb 19, 2010

G/T Services begin - first day of school in Aug, 2010
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Nurse’s News

Parents, it is ALLERGY SEASON and the kids are having a rough time with headaches, stomach aches, sore throats, and general ―feeling

bad‖ now. There is really NOTHING that I can do to help them with allergies, so PLEASE consider giving your child allergy medicine like

Claritin, Benadryl, or Zyrtec (as recommended by your doctor!). Otherwise, your child is not going to do well in school and if he or she

can’t tolerate the symptoms, you’ll need to come to school to pick up your child. If you have some medication that you would like for me to

give your child, you can complete a permission form and send the medication to me and I will be happy to give the medication to your

child as medically appropriate.

Please note that PINKEYE (conjunctivitis) and STREP THROAT are common during this time. Pinkeye victims often have a pink eye (one

or both eyes) and many times the eyelids are ―stuck together‖ with matter in the morning. Strep throat is caused by bacteria and makes

the throat very red in the inside, and normally becomes quite painful. BOTH OF THESE ARE VERY CONTAGIOUS and I am being very

aggressive sending the children home if I suspect that they have either of these conditions. Medical attention IS REQUIRED and I will

require proof that the child has been treated in order for him or her to return to school.

It is also the HOLIDAY SEASON and time to start watching what we all eat! This is important to our kids as well. A HEALTHY DIET IS

CRITICAL to a healthy life. As you may have heard, many of our children are not eating properly or getting enough exercise. This is a

great time for us adults to SHOW our children how to eat and exercise—it will help us ALL live more healthy lives!

LAST, BUT NOT LEAST, PLEASE REMEMBER THAT IT IS THE FLU SEASON!! Flu shots and/or flu mist for seasonal flu and the

H1N1 flu are great ways for you and your children to avoid this miserable, and sometimes dangerous, illness. Remember to cover

coughs, wash hands often, and stay at home if sick!

Go Diamondbacks!

Good health to everyone!

Ronda Schultz, MSN, RN
Dessau Middle School Nurse

512.594.2635

Technology Club News

Go DMS Snakebots!    The Snakebots Strike and Snakebot Champs will be competing at the FIRST LEGO League qualifiers on November 

14th at LBJ High School. This is a free event for spectators. Come out an support the team!

The rehearsals for our upcoming musical in March have begun! Soloists have been selected and have had several rehearsals. Rehearsals

for the "Ensemble" will begin later this month. Choir students have been practicing their music in class as well. Watch for updates as we

continue preparing for this collaborative Theatre Arts and Choir musical.

Choir and Theater Arts News

Athletics News

Girl's basketball season begins Thursday, Dec. 3 - all games will begin at 5:15 p.m.

P.E. students are finishing up Fitnessgram testing this week and will continue with soccer, and ultimate frisbee next week. We are still
focusing on eating more GO foods than SLOW and more SLOW foods than WHOA. Have a discussion with your children about the CATCH
program.

http://s3.amazonaws.com/m.thumbs.canstockphoto.com/canstock0278232.jpg


7th Grade donated two "Movie" theme baskets to the 5th Annual Fall Festival, which is an annual PTO fund-raiser. A "Big" THANKS to

our 7th Grade Teachers and our PTO for their enduring commitment to our school.

7th Grade Social Studies students will be participating in the 2nd Annual Geography Bee at Dessau Middle School. Winners of Dessau

Middle School will have an opportunity to advance throughout the competition and compete as high as the state-level.

Reminders: 7th Grade Math and English/Language Arts have daily homework assignments. Please ensure that your child is completing

these assignments, nightly. Pflugerville ISD provides our parents with on-line access; which, allows you to view your child's assignment

grades from the comfort of your home or office.

This is the most patches that Dessau has received. Some interesting statistics....35% of the Band members who attended achieved a district

patch or higher. 20% of the students in the Wind Ensemble made this honor. Please congratulate these students on a job well done!!!

In addition, on Nov. 14th, Dessau MS had seven students placed in the All - Region Band Competition and three students were placed for

All - Region Orchestra.

Humberto Chavero, clarinet, Symphonic Band, 6th chair

Lisa Saba, bassoon, Symphonic Band, 1st chair, and Region Orchestra, 1st chair

Rachel Powers, French horn, Symphonic Band, 1st chair, and Region Orchestra, 1st chair

Katelyn Hodges, French horn, Symphonic Band, 6th chair

Felix Palacios, trombone, Symphonic Band, 4th chair, and Region Orchestra, 1st chair

Danny Vo, euphonium, Concert Band, 2nd chair, 

AJ LaPorte, tuba, Symphonic Band, 6th chair

These students competed against hundreds of students to achieve these high honors. Please congratulate them when you see them.

Denise Bell and Jana Galloway, DMS Band Directors
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Band News
The Diamondback Band competed on Nov. 7th in the District Band Competition at Paredes MS. Students completing

next week's audition at Covington Middle School will be selected for the All Region Band in December. The following

students advanced and/ or received a District patch for their efforts:

Katie Pham  - 8th grade flute  

Humberto Chavero  - 7th grade clarinet 

Victoria Zielinski  - 8th Grade clarinet

Lisa Saba  - 8th grade bassoon 

Lilly Morrison  - 7th grade bassoon 

7th Grade Team Update

Sam Crow  - 8th grade tenor saxophone

Jacob Hisey  - 8th grade trumpet

Cris Velazquez  - 8th grade trumpet

Rachel Powers  - 8th grade French horn

Katelyn Hodges  - 8th grade French horn

Felix Palacios  - 8th grade trombone

Danny Vo  - 8th grade euphonium

Justin Mendoza  - 8th grade euphonium

AJ LaPorte  - 8th grade tuba

Kenny Hong  - 8th grade tuba

From the Library

The Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the library December 7 - 11. This year's theme will be "Sweet Reads" and there will be 

lots of holiday gift ideas available.

NJHS News

NJHS continues to collect boxtops. We earned $70 on our Block out Hate campaign which we donated to the Austin Humane Society.
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HOLIDAY RESOURCES IN AUSTIN & TRAVIS COUNTY

CHRISTMAS BUREAU OF AUSTIN AND TRAVIS COUNTY

The Christmas Bureau of Austin and Travis County is a clearinghouse to match sponsors with families who need assistance for the 

holidays. Sponsors may choose from several giving options, including dinner only, dinner and gifts, family size, or older adults.

Languages spoken other than English: Spanish       More information: (512) 453-3950 or go to www.cbofaustin.org

OPERATION BLUE SANTA

Operation Blue Santa provides new and gently-used Christmas toys, cash, and non-perishable food items for families with low income 

that live within Austin city limits. On the designated delivery date, someone must be home in order to receive gifts; Blue Santa will not 

leave the gifts if no one is home.

Dates: TBA on the Blue Santa website

Eligibility: Families with low income who live inside Austin city limits

Intake procedure: TBA on the Blue Santa website

Documents required: Photo ID, Proof of address (such as a utility bill) and proof of age of children (school or shot records)

Languages spoken other than English: Spanish, Vietnamese  More information: (512) 220 – BLUE (2583) or go to 

www.bluesanta.org

OPERATION BROWN SANTA

The program provides assistance to families in Travis County who live outside the geographical city limits of Austin. The adults in the 

families apply at the area Rural Community Centers, closest to their residence, for assistance. Families will be notified if selected.

Dates: Deadline to register is December 11, 2009

Eligibility: Families must live outside the city of Austin in unincorporated areas of Travis County with a household at or below the 

minimum poverty level or have extenuating circumstances. 

Intake procedure: Must register in person at Travis County Rural Center located closest to their residence.  In Pflugerville this is the 

North East Rural Center, 15822 Foothills Farms Loop, Pflugerville, TX 78660. 

Documents required: Proof of residency and photo ID

Languages spoken other than English: Spanish  More information: (512) 251-4168 or go to www.brownsanta.org

SALVATION ARMY CHRISTMAS CHEER 2009

Provides assistance at Christmas for families with children ages 12 and younger who are in need. Assistance may include toys and

clothes for young children, and food vouchers for a family dinner.

Dates:  October 12-30, 2009

Hours: Mon - Fri 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Eligibility: Families in need, with children ages 12 and younger

Intake procedure: Apply in person; families will receive a letter stating when their distribution date will begin

Documents required: Picture ID for all adults in the household, Birth Certificates for all children in household, proof of residence (utility 

bill), proof of monthly income and expenses.

Languages spoken other than English: Spanish More information: (512) 445-2003 or go to www.salvationarmyaustin.org

COATS FOR KIDS

Coats For Kids distributes warm winter coats to youth in Central Texas.

Location:  Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs Road

Hours: December 5, 2009 from 8 AM to 3 PM

Eligibility: Children, ages birth to 18, whose families show proof of enrollment in a government assistance program or are at or below 

the national poverty level.  Acceptable proof includes: Enrollment in free or reduced lunch program, WIC cars, CHIP card, Medicaid card, 

Lonestar Debit Card, SSI card, Current pay stub.

Languages spoken other than English: Spanish  More information: Contact us at cfkcoats@jlaustin.org or call 467-8982 ext.293

Administration:

Diana Sustaita - Principal

Charles Hunt - 6th grade Assistant Principal

Kevin Bryant - 7th grade Assistant Principal

Shawn Joseph - 8th grade Assistant Principal

Lisa Coston - RTI Administrator

LaShanda Lewis - 6th grade Counselor & 8th Grade Counselor O - Z

DaVella Pearson - 7th grade Counselor & 8th Grade Counselor A - N

Front Office Personnel:

Pam Felkner – Sr. Administrative Associate

Rebecca Mancha – Administrative Assistant

Rosie Martinez – Student Records Specialist

Elizabeth Araujo – Registrar

Carissa Raney – Materials Aide

Go D-Backs!
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