World Geography Social Studies TEKS Introduction

(1) In World Geography Studies, students examine people, places, and environments at local, regional,
national, and international scales from the spatial and ecological perspectives of geography. Students
describe the influence of geography on events of the past and present. A significant portion of the course
centers around the physical processes that shape patterns in the physical environment; the characteristics of
major land forms, climates, and ecosystems and their interrelationships; the political, economic, and social
processes that shape cultural patterns of regions; types and patterns of settlement; the distribution and
movement of world population; relationships among people, places, and environments; and the concept of
region. Students analyze how location affects economic activities in different economic systems throughout
the world. Students identify the processes that influence political divisions of the planet and analyze how
different points of view affect the development of public policies. Students compare how components of
culture shape the characteristics of regions and analyze the impact of technology and human modifications
on the physical environment. Students use problem-solving and decision-making skills to ask and answer
geographic questions.

(2) To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use of a variety of rich primary and
secondary source material such as contemporary and historic maps of various types, satellite-produced
images, photographs, graphs, sketches, and diagrams is encouraged.

(3) The eight strands of the essential knowledge and skills for social studies are intended to be integrated for
instructional purposes. Skills listed in the geography and social studies skills strands in subsection (c) of this
section should be incorporated into the teaching of all essential knowledge and skills for social studies. A
greater depth of understanding of complex content material can be attained when integrated social studies
content from the various disciplines and critical-thinking skills are taught together.

(4) Throughout social studies in Kindergarten-Grade 12, students build a foundation in history; geography;
economics; government; citizenship; culture; science, technology, and society; and social studies skills. The
content, as appropriate for the grade level or course, enables students to understand the importance of
patriotism, function in a free enterprise society, and appreciate the basic democratic values of our state and
nation as referenced in the Texas Education Code, 828.002(h).



